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citizen had not got, but which were the slow growth of cen-
turies in the great families. Moreover, as in Greece, public
service was not paid, so that only the wealthier citizens
could undertake it. Lastly, it was of great importance that
every influential family was surrounded by a group of persons
connected with the family by traditional ties. Clients, when
they became free citizens and owners of land, still kept up
the religious and legal connexion with their former master.
In the view of Roman religion this connexion was inviolable,
whatever might be the economic relations between patron
and client. The patron was bound as before to come forward
in the law court and defend his client; the client as before
assisted his patron when the latter had to give his daughter
in marriage, or to go forth on campaign, or on other occasions.
The connexion was prized by both parties; and in the
popular assembly the client naturally voted for his patron
or his patron's nominees and friends. As the great families
grew in influence, so the number of their clients increased.
The poorer citizens competed for the honour of being included
among the clients of an influential and noble house ; for such
a position assured them of support and assistance in the trials
and troubles of life.
The same relationship existed among the plebeians also:
they had their own aristocracy and their own patrons and
clients. Influential plebeians who were elected tribunes kept
up the connexion with their constituents, and continued to
defend their interests even when they had gone out of office.
When equal rights had been gained by the plebeians, this
plebeian aristocracy exercised as much influence in the com-
munity as the patricians themselves, and, together with the
patricians, formed the Roman aristocracy which governed the
state. But particular families, which possessed a larger retinue
of clients and whose connexion with other influential families
was more extensive, towered above the rest. The more
consuls, priests, and senators that this family produced, the
more its clients increased in number and its political influence
in extent. Hence we notice in the lists of Roman magistrates
that the aristocracy in general is strongly represented, and
a few influential families in particular recur again and again.
The number of these families was increased by degrees.
The old nobility was not exclusive. While admitting to their
ranks persons not of noble descent, the patricians, in order

